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plane to de really product 


I 
by Laval.” This revealing editorial, coup 


German diplomatic moves, suggests that 
pose may be to close the western end of 
ranean by an attack on Gibraltar as soon as h 
h fleet. That, together with 
might enable him to « 
‘n Italy and Libya and thu 
nts for the army attacki 
it the same time, he could force Vichy to 
use of Sy as an air base, he would | 
iten the Mosul oil field as well as the Brit 
ins Turkey could be by 


sia over the D 


JAPAN'S SPRING OFFENSIVE HAS 
directed at the “forgotten"’ coast line of China 
portant city of Foochow has been captured, and 
tial gains have been made in the province of ¢ 
just south of Shanghai, where the Japanese 
held at bay since the latter part of 1937. These 
however, have little military significance since t! 
n Europe and Asia, and eh Her Se ae . blockade. 
ao area has ong been under Japanese blockade 
S quantities of supplies have passed through th 


payment of "squeeze" to the Japa 


ers, it is not to be supposed that this r 


' | 
e will be discontinued as a result o 


ive 1S more likely 


, 1 
‘army to gain a shar 
however, aggravate th« supply Situati 
ind it might have further undermined 
] 4 


follar had not the United States Treasury finally 


} 
t )y 


China must have food, medical supp! 


ind trans] 


is to hold out against 


re) a equip 


A ROSY PICTURE OF THE EFFEC! 
victory would have on American trade an 
yainted by John Cudahy in an 

by the North American Newsy} 


The dispatch obviously reported what t 


Perit) | 
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Americans to believe. Mr. Cudahy’'s 
the he « economic doctrine of triangul 
ulay American fears of a German victory. 
that the Nazis will conduct a vigorous 
ir trade in South America after the war, 
of South American copper, hides, 
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LY TWO MONTHS AGO GANO DUNN, 
ring consultant to the Off yf Production M 
° ¢ 4 j 
; I d in a fF if the Pi nt ¢ i\ 
min 1942 89,( to! bh I 
lared, \ 1 be ina to deliver H ' 
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I! , yy | i 5 « ons ad { ( 
this year. Other for ng 1 
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tal l £ I h 1 be Ire | 
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ile expar rogram. However S( ( . 
I 
both th | magnates 1 Mr. Dunn are I : ( 
eat crow, for Washi n repor hat the | f t S lord, K 
revising his estimate for 1942 consumption and ther r figut t tor ndustry 


ted to raise it to 100,000,000 tons or more. As OPM ous be 1 to t t wit stand 
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s figure far exceeds Mr. Dunn’s own estimate of rated and explain why they have not mobilized Detroit's re 
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1d dati Dr. Morley 
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Ict them allow 
) ) | ys mak 
1 American p if wv 
| “ ft Gri tr 
It is n oby 
1 ¢ | nd losin 
1 | reed to the cor on that 
r for | nd, regardless of ho 
Four-titths of the people, th 
f, but they have been 
the pre thre 
h the Colonel pol ) 
1) ( | Lindbergh 
t} t irculation of any 
t fa Last Call” to Briton 
i h Adolf Hitler now 
ri! that would “Jea 
rain Eur Stalin and Japan sharing 
i" r fi t 1 St pt 1m) 
tern H f 1 Great Britain holding 
ull of at | t And the i Sfreet 
Ii] takis p tl { for Coloncl Lind 
nderpr , threw open its col- 


umns toa realists p 


of Havertord College, that we accept the fa 


man supremacy on the Continent of Europe 


for a negotiated peace 
It is only natural that every setback for 
full 


are not at the same time 


should bring the defeatists out in cry 
interventionists who 


h ive CAauUusC 


England 


to be dismayed; because every rever 


suffers brings this country n 
] 


~arer to 


of war. Lindbergh is completely wrong in as 
the loss of the Balkan campaign has bred a 


surrender in this country—and he was patentl; 


est when he said that “if we are forced into a war 
wishes of an overwhelming majority of our 
s9roved democracy such a failure 


| be little 


we will have 


that there wil use fighting for it 
His statistics are as accurate as the Gallup } 
did in fact show that 83 per cent of the country 
this moment vote against a declaration of war. B 
he failed to state and what gives the lie to 


pretension of wanting only to “clarify the tss 


1 


result of another survey by the same Dr. Gal 
question was: “Which of these two things do 


important for the United States 


keep out of war ourselves, or to he Ip England 


is the more 


it the risk of getting into the war?” The : 
67 per cent in favor of taking the risks which | 
considers certain to involve us, 33 per cent in 
keeping out at all costs. These figures may re’ 
sion in the public mind, but they show also t 
and growing majority willing to ri Val 


onsequence of that risk 1s our participation, it 


hay 


lecision and not the mancuve: 


‘ 
been their 


pirative minority, as the Lindberghs and 
ominously pretend. 

Contirming the Gallup figures, the respor 
country to the barnstorming of key tsolationists 
becn impressive. The crowd of 10,000 whi 

New York its 
Even Communist Party mass-meetings d1 
When due 


the McWilliams gang, and ot 


drew in insignificant in a city of 


mad 


ner OfFry 


QOOU as a rule. allowance IS 


Bundists, 


fascist bodies that were instructed to attend the att 


masse, the Lindbergh rally is reduced to extremely 
pressive proportions. According to Tzme, the san 
has been true in the Middle West. In Chicago, cay 
the isolation belt, the Colonel recently drew a ct 


1( QO. whuil 75.000 flocked to Soldier Ficld 


General Sikorsky, premier of the Polish governn 


plead for aid to Britain. And Senator Wh 
lar t audience in his swing through the West 
1, that turned out to hear him at Denver 
The attitude of the people of this country tow 
regime of Adolt Hitler and toward the war has 


slow in maturing. It is compounded of the horror 
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h they watched the successive deteats of all those DY pet ( 
ries that hoped to let another nation fight thei DET ptions and d , A 
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, . 7 ock that the Tr iry proposals have adi 
conflict in this session of Conere SS are DCcInNg ; : 


: ‘ , Iese pre Ss 1S I ire Ol Icir | f 2 

But in contrast to the struggle over the Lease- 
’ ' : ] r¢ ni LOC ( ( \ t I ct { 
ll and the coming struggle over convoys, the : 

. en §& ()¢ i S100 OOf 
are that the fight will not take place primarily 
’ TY = t Congressional ¢ ve nould tf 
floor of Congress Th issues are te hnical and . 

go} B the progra! ( iS m f 


" 1 
ind 1f we are to judge by past experience, the 
) | 


portant decisions ill be made in committee and 
is that it falls $400, ( iort of the It il 
tinal Senate-House conference. 
; ' lan in its levy on inc Whi > part of this we 
Dasic issue 18 WhO 1S to pay the major share of the 
; ; poe ; ; made up by increased excess-profits levi 
the defense program. Republi ans and conserva- ; 
, 
me no exception can be takcn—the remainder would bx 
iWemocrats are actermined to piace as mucn or the ; 
: ~~ tained Dy new or increased luxury and consumpt« t 
possible on the low-income groups. To thi: . 
5 nese taxes may be nec a 


ey are working for a manufacturers’ sales tax, a 


wages, and a substantial reduction in the income- <a 
' il a rials from the defense effort. But if the taxes are h 
ption It 1s encouraging to note that neither the 
: : nough to curtail consumer purchases, they cannot 
Iry proposals nor those advanced by the Joint Con- 
i xpected to yield much additional revenue. The le 
nal Committee on Internal Revenue incorporate . — 
proposed by the Treasury on such items as candy, che 
of these suggestions. But this does not mean that an cot ‘ 


, 1] ing gum, tobacco, matches, passenger tra tatio 
probably a very determined effort, will not ing gum, tobacco, matches, passenger transportati 
telephones, ten-cent admissions, and soft drinks are « 


made to incorporate one or more of them in the final 
ll. The barrage of opposition to the Treasury plan entially regressive taxes. They would fall much more 


é é eawvil mre rtrionatel Hor he lor e P oTront 
1€ press and from sup posedly impartial radio com- LAYS proporuionately, upon the lower-income groi } 


x ree wr Th, sical aii ae 
tors suggests a campaign comparable to that carried than upon the well-to-do. The Treasury would depe d 

for restrictive legislation against strikes. on these taxes for more than a quarter of the new 1 

\lthough the Treasury plan does not go as far in the enue. To this the Joint Congressional Committee wi 


tion of a pay-as-you-go policy as we should like, the add levies on such necessities as tea, coffee, cocoa, sugar 
sal to collect $3,600,000,000 in additional taxes ts electric-light bulbs. and natural gas. 7 Nation 1s glad 
ucious enough to awaken the public to the gravity of that Secretary Morgenthau has entered a strong prote 
the situation. From the OE of practical politics, against these proposals to tax “the poor man’s tal 
may be all that can be hoped for this year. We We shall only weaken our defense etfort if we atter 


be on guard against efforts to whittle it down. to finance it by undermining standards of living alr 
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BY FREDA KIRCHWEY 
DAY vw how the majority of the American 
f r, Wet 1 no polls to tell 
I I red the facts to 
| I reh t ke 
my | vy | returns to 
\s 
quali te 
l Pull rt 1 
I I Qurt 1 progt 1 of art y 
| { ) l t r 
t f ic ¢ f 1d ) 
ill be no tut | In f of this 
] i} [ ( 
vit t. Perhaps their icf importance 1 ; 


| lary importance, a nutsan 
} - | ] | surat 
h n ignored in an hour when swift 
rol our national poli y. Not 
if 1 who ha ready accommodated himself 
| press and the entire high 
1 ol } America Fir ymmmiutte have cet red 


pol ld They proclaim 1 ngly th 
iil » if ) [ nd sh Id t reror 
| me | when 
f t y hamper our efforts and 
ins! t war 1 
pr f Hitler 1s th 
rout fightin ve shall 
» Germany, fights ! 
| icnt Wa to will 
i ) 1 as yng as other n hods 
| ht of IS now a 
i | i tron of mayor 
if ir to be tl 
ii hay ud th 
quall plaint 
| licy by the sin 
hether or not 1 
f n 
pt | naval patrols must 
cucd from tl Nationists, who will, if they are 
1, redu ya | en committing acts 
ir or ave Ih ntral probl m is to get 
t pp! > to Britain tast cnough to prevent its 
in the Battl f the Atlantic, which, by Winston 
hills own cloquent testimony last Sunday, is likely 
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rf 
to be the crucial battle of the war. I needn't r a 
figures which prove how rapidly Britain's loss 
have overtaken and outstripped its capacity to 1 
them, or argue the futility of producing vast suy | 
arms and planes to be sunk on their way to the 1 
that need them. Those points are made and anal 
another page of this issue by the naval expert, | 
\ Mitchell. And the facts are not in dis 
S r Nye, so far as I know, has ittempted 
imen unst the voys by asserting 
| s have been gecrated 
| Presidet ints to postpone, and avoid 
if | ble, th sc of convoys and the tran 
Is in American ships. Convoys would 
nly lead to open fighting at sea, since Hitler 
ttord to | the Battle of the Atlantic ev 
war 1 the United States. On the other 
United States will not permit cargoes of Amct 
plics to be sunk. Faced with this dilemma the Ps 
has adopted the expedient of extending th 
neutrality patrol” to cover the waters of the W 
Hemisphere. American warships will warn unit 
British navy of the presence on the traffic lan 
man raiders and submarines. This is an act 
short of war in its realistic implications that 
Hitler little more than a legalistic excuse not 
For the present he may decide to avail himself of 
C sc. He may believe that he can sink a 
umount of tonnage in the Continental zone to n 
ing in the western Atlantic unnecessary; and he 1 
right. If he is right, then the patrol system 
failed and we shall have to resort to convoys. It 
vrong, if ships get through in sufficient nun 
supply Britain's needs, then he will undoubted! 
that the patrol is an intolerable infringement 
ymnal law and will attack as he pleases " 
Cal 
It is difficult to believe that the patrol syst 
be more than a very temporary stop-gap. It | : 
though the United States would soon be forced 
onvoys in order to get the goods we produc eto Et 
Otherwise, as Mr. Churchill remarked on Sunda 
“high purposes” will be “frustrated” and our | 
sunk to the bottom of the sea.” If this means 
American people will accept war as a more | 
hoice than Nazi victory. That is certain. But the Adt , 
istration would gain added support for any measut 
may become necessary if the President and his ad 
would adopt a policy of complete frankness in 
ing the alternatives before us. We are not being 
p by step, unwittingly into war, as the isolati 
claim. We know what we want. And we desers : 
confidence of our leaders. They could learn a . 
lesson in the propaganda value of courage and candor | 
. 






studying the public speeches of Winston Churchill. 
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ALTER LIPPMANN suggests that we ought 
to take over the Azores. I think we ought to 
take over Detroit. Our confidence in our ability 


, | } 
essful war stems in large part from the 


that we possess the world’s greatest mass- 
ndustries. The automotive industry is the 
g example. But it 1s not enough to have these 
It is necessary to use them. We cannot fight a 


- 
vertible coupes or overawe a Panzer division 
ae et ) , 
ide of statistics om automobile sales. The 
tion facilities as 


turn existing mass-produ 


uction of armament. We 


possible to the prox 
that problem, and we have no time to 
record of the automobile in- 

ndustry with which the director of the OPM, 
S. Knudsen, is most familiar, the industry he 


it easiest to mobilize for de 1Se. 





17 Mr. Knudsen called in the press and an- 
eat satisfaction, that his industry had 
per cent reduction” in 
A 


eh ; “ie 
of automobiles ‘to make available more 


materials, facilities, and management’ for 
The next day the newspapers carried the story 
sacrifice by the industry. This came in the 


tr from Knudsen's former employer, 
man of the board of General Mo- 

Sloan wrote that in the interest of national 
General Motors would give up its 1943 models 


i2 models but its 1943 models. “In this 


advertisement placed by General 


that ad 


1 our leading newspapers that day, 


a full page 
“every hour 
ery hour moves us closer to the day when de- 


1] } ounce +] yr . 
rials will flow to our embattled friends 1n 


w car models—year after next. 


ard for a newspaper to look a full-pag 
pay 


; 
pal ad in 
th, and these statements of sacrifice were not 


: ; 
1 too closely. One notes first that the 20 per cent 
I 


t of cars applic j 


season but to next year's. One notes next that 


nin the outpu not to the current 


production, which will probably end in June, 


one of the greatest in the history of the industry 


previous years, 1929 and 1937, topped the 





hieved this year. 





O-car output which will be a 





we are promised a 20 per cent reduction next vear 





se, this years production will be 
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20 per cent above last year's. In the midst otf the greatest 


defense emergency in our history, the automobile in 


dustry increased the production of cars by 20 per cent 
Its facilities were mobilized, not for the production ot 
armament, but to take advantage of the market created 
for automobiles by defense spending. Now, as a “‘sacri 
fice’ for defense, it is reducing its production schedule 
for 1942 from the 1941 boom !evel to the more normal 
1940 level. C'est la guerre 

These announcements of sacrifice are conf: ns of 
shortsightedness and greed. We are told, to impress us 
with the magnitude of the contribution the automobile 
industry will be making by its 20 per cent cut in next 
years production, that this will save many metals in 


which shortages are developing: 5,000 tons « 


54,700 tons of lead, 18,200 tons of zinc, 4,796,000 
pounds of nickel, 26,400 tons of copper, 1,437,000 tons 
of steel, much of it the high-grade alloys so important to 


defense. Aluminum represents our most serious shortage, 
and airplane production lines are already slowing down 
for lack of it. If a 20 per cent cut under this year’s auto 
mobile production will save 5,000 tons of aluminum 
next year, the automobile industry this year must be 
ising five times 5,000 tons of this precious metal. Mul- 
tiply each of the other figures by five and you get some 
idea of the extent to which this year’s boom production 
} 


‘t cars is hobbling defense. 


Informed circles in both the steel and automobil 
ees prised ae er ee eee ' 
dustrics were surprised only that the 20 per cent re 
duction announced was so small and had been so long 
al laye ca quote two sources not consp: ly critical 
of either industry. “It has been known for some time 
aid a dispatch to the New York Times from Pittsburgh 
“that automotive centers wet roducing at 


on April 21 


is good as full capacity in order to build 


finished cars against the day when productior tually 1s 
curtailed because of the press of n 1al-defense 


, 


tivity. It ha 


be On this accelerated tei | produclion 


‘4 } pers ’ 4 / 
five industy } lhat laxed 


> - peer 
0) the AHiONIC 
feel industry Faciiitte for the produ ) } par Nad 
} 


| Sos Pal Ie by . 1 ! 
heets and strip The italics are mu ] same day 


David J. Wilkie, automotive editor of the Associated 


Press, reported from Detroit, “Some of | producer 
admit they have been thinking in terms of a curtailment 
of 331% per cen or mort Knudsen had a tually asked 
his old associates of the automobile busin for a smaller 


rifice’ than 
Mr. Sloan's first-q 
i 


some of them were prepared to make. 


eveals 


larter report this morning 











i! ircly tempo of General Motors’ work for defens¢ 
I can find no figures on total sales last year in this or in 
last ial report, but some elementary arithmeti 
that th total defens sales of General Motors 

r was less than $60,000,000. Its net earnings be- 

fore deduction of income and excess-protits taxes last 
year—the greatest in its history—were over $320,000,- 
000. In the first quarter of this year defense sales were 
iImost $50,000,000—out of total sales of $65,000,000 
Not until “well into the third quarter would General 


Motors begin to produce in quantity for defense. Mr. 
Sloan explained that this was because “‘by far the greatest 
number of projects” on which the company is engaged 
yr defense involve the erection and equipment of new 
plants Had the automobile industry been required to 
turn existing equipment to defense purposes it would 
have been unable to turn out 5,000,000 cars in the space 
‘f about seven months, as it is now doing. The automo- 
le industry has been careful to keep defense from inter- 
fering not only with business as usual but with better- 
tha sual business. ““The bulk of defense work assigned 
the motor-car industry,” the Associated Press ex 
Lined from Detroit on April 12, “has so far been done 
engineering laboratories and in new plant con- 

ion . This explains to some extent how the in 

en able to roll out so great a volume of neu 

d trucks during the last six months’ (my italics). 


’ | 
ilso explain why the industry has never been 


I 
» give the Reuther plan a fair hearing 
| industry has ignored not only the Reuther plan 


modified version, the Knudsen plan, because the 

r would also have interfered with capacity produ 
of automobiles. It was announced in October that 
ter a plea from Knudsen—who had heard of the 
ier plan the month before—all the major automo- 
manufacturers had formed an Automotive Com 
ttee for Air Defense to pool their machine-tool and 
tamping equipment for the production of the wing and 
dy parts of 12,000 bombers. This program has since 
n quietly abandoned. Instead, the government 1s 
financing the construction of new plants for Ford, Gen- 
eral Motors, Chrysler, and Hudson-Goodyear. The 
mber parts are to be built in these new plants instead 
f with existing automotive equipment Under the 
r program General Motors was to supply parts for 
the new North American Aviation assembly plant at 


Kansas City. It was to, and eventually wall, supply from 


50 to 60 per cent of the parts needed. I notice that North 
American's annual report says, “Actually, however 
North American will have to do much of the manufac 
turf r itself, until the tutomotive industry can carry its 
shat If Knudsen had forced the automobile compant 
to carry out the program to which they were pledged 
Gencral Motors would have begun the task of makiny 


, 


these parts seven months ago. “In this crisis,’ said the 
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General Motors advertisement, “every hour 

is a good thing that advertisements can’t blus! 
Knudsen can look a blueprint in the ¢; 

flinching, but he gets bashful when he talks 

P. Sloan. New models require machine tools f 

tools,’ as Secretary of the Navy Knox said | 

“are the critical item in nearly all cases of plat 

sion, and the speed with which quantity prod 

be started is governed very largely by their ava 

Machine tools require design and manufacture. § 

letter giving up any new models for year after : 

this will release “a very considerable amount 

gerial and technical talent that could be divert 


duction and engineering problems in national 


§] 
He also said, “We spend on an average mod 
from $35,000,000 to $40,000,000. This invol, 
ing, almost entirely. Probably 90 per cent of this « 
could be diverted to defense purposes. In terms 
duction, there would be involved approximat 
000,000 man-hours.’” He was talking here 
entire industry but of General Motors alone. Th 





that the entire industry would probably have sa\ 
three times that much labor—the most highly; 
kind of labor—had it decided last year to aban 


models. It is interesting to compare this figure 


52,000,000 man-hours—most of it unskill 
were lost in all industry last year through stt 
automobile industry's insistence on 1942 mod 
defense program almost as much in man-hours 
in terms of skill than ail last year’s strikes | 
One of the points made by Reuther when he 
his plan to Hillman last August was that the 
tool bottleneck could be eased if the automobile 
were forced to make its private machine-tool 
available for defense. Half the machine-tool caj 
Detroit is in the captive automotive tool-and-di: 
It was Knudsen’s duty last fall to force his colle. 
abandon new models and turn these facilities « 
armament production. The newspapers thought 
what he meant when he said to the automobile 1 
turers last October, “If you gentlemen figure 
going to need a lot of machine tools in order 
out your American way of life, you had better t 
other look.”’ I think we had all better take anot 
at Knudsen. I expect to go farther into this pr 


} 


machine tools next week, but I want to suggest 
on the basis of this record Knudsen ought either 
in his resignation and go back to Detroit or tak 
ordinate job where his real abilities as a product 
could be utilized without requiring him to ex 

policy-making decision of which he has shown 


incapable, He is a very nice man, but this is no [ 





sentiment; as the General Motors ad says, “e\ 






counts.” The clock of the defense program ts ti king off 





not only minutes but lives. 
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The conduct of the war would have been 
strengthened if at the very beginning full u 
made of the democratic forces of the world in 
against Hitler. But for this to have been d 
discredited by the terrible blunder of Munich v 
had to disappear at once from the political 
didn't. Persons re sponsible for that disaster a1 
administrative posts and in the chancelleries 
engaged in the tremendous job of crushing 
many. In spite of the presence in the British g 
of men with courage and imagination like 
ministers and Mr. Churchill himself—who 
his regrettable statement about Spain has 
proved that he possesses both qualities to th 
national policy is too often influen 
rected by people who, though they may have 
to the failure of appeasement, neverthel 
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problem of winning has always been reduced t 
matter of war material. Possessed by a frant: 
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of building a just and progressive social ord 
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tween their conservative inclinations and their 11 
ittempts to deal with an enemy who would 
tate to take the devil himself as an ally if 
had to come from hell. Recent experience in t 
once more confirms the theory that the war agau 
cannot be won merely by a belated effort to 
in planes, tanks, and guns. 
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{ British vessels may reduce even this modest total 


1 replacements are not expected to surpass a 


losses of from three and a half to six 
will therefore 


itable. It has been estimated that 1n February 


imports fell 20 per cent short of meeting nec 
vill relief be definitely in sight in 1942—1if the 


sts that long. Only the completion of all of the 
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miracle, would afford a chance of bringit 
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as large as our World War naval program, star 
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1 to let its future security det 
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of victory, ration \ 
ly justified in giving the right of way to naval 
ng. At any rate, that cannot now be altered, for 


ting with a promptitude it has not always 
cd contracts and actually had construction 


the Maritime Commission, 


Te the rrryyt 








| ] 1 ‘ | 
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\ , rly every filled with a ship for the navy, 
[ ] upbuildit has had to await the opening of 
yards. the expansion of old ones, and the introd 
ti yf expedi ; to save t ind material. When the 
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sidered fairly good. Th expansion which has occurrcd 
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d rapid. Employment in commercial shy 
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irds has increased mor 0 per cent in four years; 


actual ac ompli shments in terms of work have been even 


greater. Forty-thr shipyards on the Atlantic, Pacific, 
ind Gulf coasts are working double and triple shifts 
ile new ways are being built. Admiral Land is making 


a determined effort to protect the taxpayers by refusing 
to deal with fly-by-nig 


frauded the government of millions of dollars in the last 
World War. Shipyard labor has, on 


ht companies like those which de- 


the whole, been 


more cooperative than labor in certain other industrics, 
but shipping companies have not always given full sup- 
Recently, the Washington Merry-Go-Round re- 
1 an attempt by Bethlehem, the largest single con- 
tractor for ships, to n ike more money by refusing to 
the penalty clause for late delivery. The attempt 


f 1 | vo months of valuable time were wasted. 

Ihe Maritime Commission has apparently lacked the 
1 tot mend a sufficiently big program. Fully 

tf the Gr I hipvards have not been put to us 
Chere are, to be sure, difficulties in the way of getting 
; from the Lakes to the sea—difficulties which will 
cist until the completion of a deep-sea route through the 
Lawren but the navy has not been prevented from 
ibmarines on the shores of Lake Michigan. 
Certainly by concentrating the building of small craft on 
Lakes the commission could free the coast yards for 
| and merchant ships. No new large shipyards 
built or seem likely to be soon. Finally, 

ry h ‘ty and caution with which Admiral Land 

id his wiates h acted have meant slower de- 
1 inc 1 the danger that the war will be 
fore American aid can be furnished in any large 

One factor in the failure to move more decisively and 

re ray been the fear of bottlenecks. The basi 
requirements, stecl and man-power, have not been lack- 
ing, but there h been shortages 1n ‘rtain types of cach 
In Jabor there has been a scarcity of highly skilled super 


visory leadership, a small section of the total force but 
Lack 


the compl tion of some of the crutse 


in indispensable on of skilled draftsmen delayed 
rs of the Brooklyn 
class a few years ago and may, it is feared, have the same 
effect on merchant shipping. Equally important material 
lacks have threatened. Certain types of steel forgings, 
wropeller shafts, must be made tn lividually and 
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take nearly as long to mmplete as the ship it 
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neering parts, such as boilers, cannot be made « 


Ships themselves, moreover, take a long tin 


luce. Even with the current speed up, battleshy 


from four to five years, cruisers nearly three, 
and destroyers one to two years, though they | 
completed in less time. Construction of ship! 


facilities can be completed in scarcely less than 





to a year and a half under the best conditions. H 
is becoming increasingly apparent that unless tl 
building industry becomes overnight infinitely n 
cient it cannot be depended upon to keep Great | 


going. 


Since the chances of preventing defeat thror 
building are so slight, it is essential to consider | 
means of decreasing shipping losses and making 
efhicient use of existing tonnage. For war purp: 


present American system of shipping control is 





quate. Larger and larger amounts of rubber, 
bauxite, and other strategic raw materials are ni 
the defense program; by the end of 1941 at | 
000,000 tons of these materials, or over 2,000 shi 
will have been required. The transportation of 
materials usually does not mean high profits, and Ai 
can shipping firms, though they have in nearly 
acceded to requests, have been reluctant to load th 
protitable cargoes. Government operation of tl 
mum necessary tonnage or commandcering of 
therefore clearly in sight. The pooling or joint oj 
of British and American tonnage, with Ameri 
toms taking over African and Pacific shipping 
and British boats more and more concentrated in t 
lantic, is also inevitable. Finally, the British gover: 
under the leadership of Lord Bevin, is adopting 
of night unloadings at forced speed, designed 
down the round-trip time and get more scrvice f 
given amount of tonnage. 
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industries today are nation 
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tive. The outstanding difficulty in the current de- 
effort is lack of ordination. Various govern- 
| n created to deal with separate 
blen onnected with the procurement of material 
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The plan proposes further that manag 
ind the government should share the respor 
production as equal partners. It provides tl ( 
broadly defined industry engaged in defense 
shall be directed by a council to be composed of 
number of representatives from labor and mat 
with a government representative as chairm 
th councils is to be a Coordinating Board, 
posed of representatives from management, lal 
the government, with the President or his d 
representative as chairman. ihe councils are t 
ministrative rather than advisory agencies, and th 
sions should be marked by a “‘voluntary agreem 
the means by which the essential productive ain 
attained.” t 

The possible benefits of such a plan to the in 
defense program and to long range economic pl 
are enormous. It would once and for all establish 
tive bargaining and would thus remove a major 
present and future industrial strife. At the sar 
it would eliminate, or at least drastically reduc 
tunities for racketeering and other nefarious pr 
With labor, management, and government repr 
on the council, employers who offered bribes and 
men who accepted them would be quickly e 
Moreover, through the full utilization of labor 
familiarity with production techniques, efficiency 
be vastly increased. And, finally, the plan would 
as a check on monopoly. 

By assuming responsibility for the allocation of 
and the building of additional capacity the industry 
cils and the coordinating board could prevent th 
unfair distribution of government orders and th 
quent tightening of monopolistic control. It 1s 
that the larger companies, especially those th 
emissaries in the nation’s capital, are getting mu 
than their proportionate share of defense orders. A 
ber of these concerns have orders far beyond their 
to fill them, while smaller firms are operating below 
available capacity. This means that the favored cor 
tions will either have to add to their plant or delay 
ery. If they increase their capacity, they will expedit 
“squeeze” process in an economy which theoret: 
least secks to hold on to its competitive character; if | [ 


delay delivery, they will hinder the defense prog: 
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where both the C. I. O. and the A. F. 
bership presents a problem. But at the same time tt 1 
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private ownership or the claim of ownership 
rofit. But the participation of labor in the solu- 
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y»blems heretofore the sole concern of manage- 
as a major revolution. Not that union-man 
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xtending over more than tw 
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trade unions and management have collaborated 





tion pr yblems, but in most instances this poli y 
lictated by an immediate urgency to rescue en- 


he councils plan seeks to em- 


se giant corporations which up to a few years 


from collapse. 


1 not bargain with unions even on minor issues, 
of which are still battling against the idea 
plan may be a sinister 
on labor's part to obtain a greater share of in- 


il earnings, to gain a voice in industry on a par 


1agement’s, and eventually to use the new s tup 
ping-stone to some form of socialism 
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has never made a secret of its desire to share 


ngly in industrial profits. And if the councils 


satisfactorily in the emergency, labor wi 


1 to have them serve as a framework for coopera- 


ost-war planning. They might even supply the 
ry for some such scheme as the Ezekiel plan for 


budgeting, although this possibility is not now 
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HE Vichy government 1 ntly surprised the world 


with the announcement that it had made all the 
n ssary arrangements for building a trans-Sahara 


, ting link het mn ¢] j wh nos Or P I ri} 
necting link between the French pr kons in uNorth 
Tunisia, Morocco, and Algeria—and the colo 
nics on the West Coast ind in Equatorial Aft but 
Third Republic the plans 1 i 


ried time and again; though the Bank of Fran had 


of financing so gigantic a venture could not | 

fully solved. In addition the difficulty of finding enough 
compcten workers to build a railroad in the forbidding 
desert climate med insuperable. 


Since these obstacles were sufficient to previ nt realiza 


project while France was still a rich and 


po’ rful country, } ( ople have isk« | themselves wh the r 


the Vichy announcement might not be mere propapat 1a 
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designed t prove to the wor d that, d pite defeat and 
the critical economic and social situation, the new leaders 


of France are resourceful enough to carry out schemes 


which the country was unable to comy lete under a demo- 
regime. The suspicion has also been voiced that 
t] nnouncement merely cloaks a German plan for re- 

the French African empire The proponents 
of this theory argue that since no final peace between 
I 1 Pétat en and it 1s still un- 


r France will retain possession of its colo- 
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tatement trom Vichy about the government s 


‘ ! i NOD! I \\ rthic , Ey ii if 

Nazis n uctually intend to seize and carve up 

colonial px ions, they may well be planning 

t African territory in the interests of the New 

Order in Euroy It is very possible that the growing 

r of German “experts” now swarming over th 

j h colonies from Algeria down to Dakar can be 

| directly to Germany's interest in a reorganization 

of the French empit The trans-Sahara railroad would 
1} important part of this far-reaching plan. 

Whatever is behind th project, one thing ts certain: 

prelin iry work on the construction of the railroad 


ried veral weeks avo and already thousands 


of men are employ d on it in Tunisia and Morocco. 
Fhey have been herded into camps and crowded bar- 
rl and they work from ten to twelve hours a day. 


Where did the Vichy government find this army of 
n willing and able to work under the burning desert 


sun? And where docs the money come from for their 


war [| inswer 1s that thousands of German, Aus- 
( Poli nd Spanish ref ; who chose to 
in the Forcign Legion rather than remain in a 
| ratic ire today kept by the Vichy 
slaves in the Sahara Desert. This 1s proved 
| the shadow of a doubt by letters smuggled out of 
( of t gionnaires. The Vichy government's 
action in keeping them there in virtual servitude repre 
sents perhaps the most flagrant breach of international 
} of which it has | n guilty in its treatment of refu- 
‘ Here, in brict, are the f 
Shortly before the outbreak of the war the Daladier 
povernment | fa dec promising refugees, espe- 
cially those from Germany and Austria, that they would 
not only enjoy the protection of the French government 
in the event of war but would be call ! upon to do their 
share in the deter of the nation, This promise was 


broken immediately atter th ir started. The German 
and Austrian rcfug re herded into concentration 
camps and declared to be enemies of the state. A propa- 
yanda campaign made up of promises and threats was 
soon under way in the camps with the object of enticing 
the inmates into the Forcign Legion. The prospect was 


anything but tempting, for the Foreign Legion enjoyed 


a dubious reputation des; its hugh military standing. 











The government stated, however, that special forr 
attached to the Forcign Legion in name only, » 
established for the refugees then in concentrati 
as well as for the Czechs, Poles, and members 
nations living in France at that time. In addition 
the refugees a special pledge stating explicitly 
equivocally that their enlistment was to be onl 
duration of the war. 

Of the Czechs, Poles, and citizens of ot} 
Eure pe an nations who signed the agreement, I 
dispatched to North Africa. Some were train 
and allowed to join special Czech and Polish f 


[he German and Austrian refugees, however 


sent to North Africa. Far from being enroll 
formations, they were immediately made reg 
bers of the Forcign Legion, and over them 


sergeants and corporals of German birth wh 


listed in the Foreign Legion for good reason 
fore the outbreak of the war. These men mad 
about their pro-Hitler and anti-Semitic attitud 
When the armistice was signed and the Fr 
demobilized, the refugees should have been 
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They wanted only to shed the uniform of th 
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Legion and to leave Africa. But at this | 


ly deciat 


Vichy government intervened, sharp 
under the terms of the armistice no man ur 
eight years, that is, no one able to bear arms, 1 
French soil without a special permit. This prol 
was stated, applied particularly to refugees, 
Germans were afraid that they would continu 
against Germany once they reached other count 
point of fact, several units of the Foreign I 
tioned in Syria, with large contingents of Geri 
Austrian refugees, did go over to the British 
armistice. Today they are fighting in Libya. 
The embargo against their leaving French s« 
not have kept the refugees from being dem 
When they enlisted, they had been promised th 
end of the war they could settle freely in Ir 
become French citizens. But the Vichy governm 
announced that only those refugees would be « 
lized from the Foreign Legion who could sub: 


francs as proof of their ability to support the 


after being discharged. The amount has since becn 


to 10,000 francs. Very few were able to raise th 
All money and property owned by German ai 
trian refugees had been confiscated when they w 


terned, and in many cases these confiscations \ 


rescinded at the close of the war. In consequence n 


the refugees remain in the Foreign Legion, in s 


“Jabor detachments” organized to create the imp! 


that they have been demobilized and to make the 


tion more palatable to the outside world. Thx 
consists of the legionnaires’ three francs a da 


enough to buy a few cigarettes. 
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Leaders in Two Wars 


WOODROW WILSON: THE FIFTEI 
David Loth. J. B. Lippincott and Company. $3 

BLOOD, SWEAT, AND TEARS. By Winston Churchil 
G. P. Putnam's Sons. $3 
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ome when democracy is being put upon its final test.” And 


the address which he 


broadcast on Armistice Day, 1923, 
the dying invalid repeated, ‘““The faith of the world can be 

[ by the firmest and most determined exhibi- 
tion of the will to lead and make the right prevail " ‘This 
! was lacking everywhx ind € pecially in the United 
ates. It was not Wilson who failed his people or mankind; 


tl O} od mankind who failed Wilson. A close 
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it is steeped in the living continuity of English t: 
the book is animated by the deep conviction of th 
dependence of all human life, of its common desti: 


ommon responsibility. Churchill was the first state 
propose a common citizenship for the French and { 
British; he envisages today a common citizenship for |} 
and Americans and for all men of good-will. 
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rvives. Here is a leader who was not afraid to tel 
ple the whole unpleasant truth and to teach them 
tern reality. He never underestimated the immense 
dangers involved in the actions which he propo 
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day, Doran and Company. $1.75 


HIS novel, as unmitigated a specimen of fictio: 
ha iy peared under res} ectable 
iving memory, might be fitly dismissed as the late 
servant-girl’s literature were it not for the | 
lue that still attaches to Maugham’s name amor 
thors. The standard argument on his case ts 
the omplete Cool Hand and Technical ix; 
he has never been taken in by liter 
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\0oth-tooled heroes; he ts always perie tly aware « 
is doing and ts as fully in control of his facult 
turning Out a piece of trash as when producing a ma 
his reputation has been as carefully fostered by h 
The Summing Up” was a deftly 


his favorite virtue professional 


by his admirers 
xercise in 
erbly calculated, indeed, that even its author se 
ire that his elaborate ly cold-blooded realism g 
away more readily than the bewildered ardors and 


Po; i! 


always pushovers for the cool kind of aesthetic a 


i 
isuall 


y get in literary memo 















Two great Philosophers on History 


HISTORY AS THE STORY 
OF LIBERTY 


By Benedetto Croce 


In his culminating work, one of this century 
' r 
leading philosophers (an Italian whom Muss« 


lini dares not suppress) shows that history is 





primarily the story of liberty, which operates 
through all human events. “The most 

ful statement of the principles f« “ 
are fighting.”—The Spectator. “The greate 
living Italian here strikes a blow for liberty.’ 
—Manchester Guardian. $3.75 


TOWARD A PHILOSOPHY 
OF HISTORY 


By Ortega y Gasset 


In his first new publication since the prophetic 
Revolt of the Masses, the great Spanish phi 
losopher offers his persora) and highly original 
interpretations of histc.:.y. “Ortega is a vir- 
tuoso in the plastic presentation and illustra 
tion of ideas ... the most ‘inciting’ book of 
the season.”—The Nation. $2.75 
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A Must Book for Nation Readers 


THE DEFLATION OF 
AMERICAN IDEALS 


AN ETHICAL GUIDE FOR NEW DEALERS 


By EDGAR KEMLER 


Littauer Fellow, Harvard Univer sity 


The trouble with America, insists the 

author, is that it has had too many 

inflated ideals. And, by way of prov- 

ing his point, he punctures almost all 

of our traditional ideals. He presents 

a devastating case in unsparing terms. 
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Test-Tube Drama 


SCIENCE IN PROGRESS, SECOND SERIES. B 
ler, F. W. Went, J. F. Fulton, Douglas Jo! 
C. Lane, H. P. Robertson, Carl D. And: 
A. MacInnes, J. W. Beams, and J. C. Hur 
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